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Our vision for an ambitious and e�ective  
global treaty to end plastic pollution 
Announcement to launch a Business Coalition for a Global Plastics Treaty 
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We are a group of businesses across the plastics 
value chain, financial institutions, and key non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) with the 
intention to form a new Business Coalition 
calling for and supporting the development of 
an ambitious and effective global treaty to end 
plastic pollution. 

This document lays out our shared vision, the 
key outcomes required to achieve this vision, 
key elements we believe a global treaty to end 
plastic pollution must include, and the Coalition’s 
planned objectives. It concludes with a call for 
more organisations to join us.
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Our vision

Our vision is a circular economy in which 
plastic never becomes waste or pollution, 
and the value of products and materials is 
retained in the economy. 

A comprehensive circular economy approach can 
address the root causes of plastic pollution, and 
contribute to the global efforts to combat the 
climate1 and biodiversity crisis2,  while delivering 
economic, environmental, and social benefits.

Currently, most plastics are not designed for 
a circular economy nor are they circulated in 
practice. Yet, the best available scientific analysis 
shows us that known circular economy solutions, 
if applied at scale, can reduce annual volumes 
of plastic pollution by at least 80% by 2040 
compared to business-as-usual3  and achieve 
near-zero plastic pollution by 2060 globally4.  
To end plastic pollution for good and increase 
the pace of change, we need a system-wide 
transformation that prevents plastic waste from 
being created in the first place, using a circular 
economy approach that tackles all steps of the 
value chain with a high level of ambition5.  

We welcome the UNEA Resolution, ！End Plastic 
Pollution: Towards an international legally 
binding instrument＂, and the establishment of an 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC). 
We see a legally binding treaty as the single most 
important opportunity to accelerate progress 
towards a circular economy for plastic, building 
on the lessons learned from existing initiatives. 
By working together we aim to bring a clear and 
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amplified voice of forward-thinking businesses, 
financial institutions, and key NGOs to the treaty 
negotiations, supporting the development of an 
ambitious and effective treaty. 

We believe this treaty has the potential to 
stimulate, coordinate, and align national policies 
and actions towards a common global strategic 
direction. We call for governments to  
develop an ambitious and effective treaty that 
provides the right international policy framework 
and creates the enabling conditions for the much 
needed investments in infrastructure, innovation, 
and skills worldwide. The treaty must set out 
comprehensive and coordinated measures to 
accelerate the transition to a circular economy 
for plastic globally and include supporting 
mechanisms for its effective implementation, 
allowing for the adaptation of solutions to local 
conditions. It must also adopt a broad scope, 
covering both macro-and microplastics and 
addressing all sources and pathways of plastic 
pollution into the natural environment. 

The successful negotiation of an ambitious and 
effective treaty to end plastic pollution will bring 
a clear sense of urgency that the world needs 
to act on the plastic pollution challenge. We are 
committed to working with governments to raise 
the bar of ambition in the treaty negotiations 
and accelerate progress towards a circular 
economy for plastic globally. 

Global outcomes necessary 
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to achieve our vision 

To achieve our vision of a circular economy 
for plastic, we believe that progress must be 
achieved in three critical areas:

1. REDUCTION of plastic production and use 
through a circular economy approach, 
focusing on those plastics that have high-
leakage rates, are short-lived, and/or are 
made using fossil-based virgin resources. 
For example, by aiming to:

• Eliminate plastic materials, 
components or additives that hinder 
recyclability or compostability, 
or have a high risk of leaking into 
nature, including intentionally-added 
microplastics

• Move away from single-use plastics in 
favour of reusable and more durable 
solutions whenever possible, reducing 
overall material consumption and 
environmental impact

• Substitute with alternative materials 
if they can be e�ectively circulated in 
practice and at scale, and demonstrate 
reduced environmental impacts 

2. CIRCULATION of all plastic items that 
cannot be eliminated, keeping them in 
the economy at their highest value. For 
example, by aiming to: 

• Design products and systems for all 
plastics to be reused, recycled, or 
composted in practice and at scale

• Accelerate the uptake of new business 
and delivery models at scale that 
reduce  the need for single-use and 
short-lived applications  

• Mobilise su�cient, ongoing, and 
dedicated public and private funding 
for infrastructure and systems to collect, 
sort, and recycle plastics 

• Increase the volume and quality of 
recycled plastics that can be used in a 
broad range of uses 
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• Transition away from landfill, 
incineration, and waste-to-energy 
towards implementing locally relevant 
circular solutions over time

3. PREVENTION and REMEDIATION of 
remaining, hard-to-abate micro- 
and macro-plastic leakage into the 
environment, including robust waste 
management practices and tackling legacy 
pollution. For example, by aiming to:

• Strengthen waste management 
governance and infrastructure to 
improve practices for safe disposal of 
all plastic that cannot be eliminated or 
circulated

• Establish and improve collection 
systems to reach high collection rates 

• Prevent the release of microplastics 
into the environment from, for example, 
abrasion, fibre shedding or pellet loss 

• Coordinate global e�orts to address 
the damage caused by ongoing and 
legacy plastic pollution, protecting 
the most affected and vulnerable 
communities and ecosystems
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Objectives of the planned Coalition

To support our vision and desired outcomes in 
the treaty negotiations, the intention is to form 
a Business Coalition for a Global Plastics Treaty 
with organisations aligned to our vision that will 
pursue four main objectives:

1. Develop clear and consistent policy insights 
and recommendations for an ambitious and 
e�ective treaty, and inform the negotiations 
on key elements and priority policy 
considerations to be taken into account.

 We define success for our work as raising the 
bar of ambition in the treaty negotiations. 
Therefore, we intend to develop policy 
recommendations for each INC meeting. We 
aim to bring a level of ambition into our policy 
insights and recommendations that is aligned 
with our vision and desired outcomes, building 
on the latest available science and evidence 
from existing initiatives. 

2. Convene an inclusive group of businesses, 
financial institutions, key NGOs and business 
organisations with a shared ambition 
towards a circular economy for plastic and a 
strong commitment to support an effective, 
legally binding treaty to end plastic pollution. 

 We define success as having a diverse 
representation with members and supporting 
organisations coming from different 
geographies, sizes and sectors from across 
the plastics value chain, including financial 
institutions. 

3. Coordinate advocacy e�orts to deliver 
joint key messages and inputs from aligned 
businesses, NGOs, and financial institutions to 
governments.

 We define success as our policy 
recommendations being incorporated into 
the treaty as a result of the advocacy and 
communications efforts of the planned 
Coalition and its individual members. We 
will actively engage with governments, 
collaborate with other stakeholders and 
organisations, and develop insights to 
strengthen our call. 
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踵澑婩嗴咅™嶗煥㬦墡慘、彿髦啔蠘椥醮諤蹺敤姛扟

㓩䯖醮謾骼濕苩荁饅昷嶗鄩鄬諦慘䯖妛靪撾鲋扢誤諤

昷㛏烢㫊彾邁㛌、
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4. Build confidence in the business community 
around an ambitious and e�ective treaty 
being an enabler of progress towards a 
system change to end plastic pollution. 

 We define success as our future member 
organisations understanding the 
developments of the treaty, recognising 
its benefits and being well-prepared for 
its outcomes, as well as collaborating with 
business associations to promote our vision 
to the broader business community.

Key elements we support  
in the treaty 

To support our vision and associated outcomes, a 
legally binding treaty must set the right enabling 
conditions to successfully scale a circular 
economy for plastic and end plastic pollution. For 
businesses and investors, this means creating a 
level playing field and preventing a patchwork 
of disconnected solutions. To achieve this, we 
believe the treaty should include the following 
key elements:

1. The treaty must set clear goals, targets, 
and obligations, with a sense of urgency, 
that all Parties to the treaty will be required 
to implement in their national jurisdictions to 
align the actions of governments, businesses 
and civil society. These provisions must be 
based on common definitions as well as 
harmonised standards and metrics, and 
include a review mechanism to gradually 
strengthen them over time.

2. The treaty must define a comprehensive 
and coordinated set of upstream and 
downstream policy measures that help 
achieve our desired global outcomes and are 
adaptable to local conditions, including:

• A timeline for the phasing-out of 
problematic plastics that hinder progress 
towards a circular economy, pose critical 
health risks, or have a high risk of ending 
up in nature 

4. 挠泖弓G葭莲吸琰呱辩旁佮飨二1R唪翔捞谨μ舁f窝

讨呱丁髫窝档ě守荡妾枰骗鹅邇佮懊杓枨溅跳鸳弦ν

彿髦ゎ㳝㫥酽茩槪呺粷醮壠艊槪豈曧彿髦艊彾蘚鄩

鄬曧壠鑫㓦棷郿艊㫧嗴嵔騙䯖㚪詵棷郿艊苩侐䯖唻棷

郿艊酁楇會偡擄鰓豈侕䯖妛醮縟趵鄖＝諦慘䯖㚯彿髦

艊巻杛踵桖妭䄤艊縟趵翨忞蓜、

吸琰逞縱醭俣
 

踵呺粷巻杛妛僉嬱荁饅彾楇䯖酽䎋錨桹熴嬣郿棴撾艊棷郿

宍䎍踵俋㓇浧扢妭⿷旿孉粶鄽牨。鄮酁⿷旿焑榟抲辭桹

濕棷鬣、唻鲋麟趵嶗悅㡊鍎棾㛺䯖㫥嶯嚌菑彿髦䈑㒄怇㬬

駡妕艊覅鲅粶乵䯖䅂澏晹饅踎㒄艊㓦噴昷橉愺鉗鮪棷郿

嫕跤、踵澑䯖彿髦㚪踵棷郿姉藥塒醣燒饅䀽㒄砎䯤

1. 吸琰胖縲褒艹婺領敲佮麈橘脱嵫呱拼褒唪翔μ痴褒唪

翔涪賭跋e当䯖忞桹釂郿昷䈑㒄鮪諤靕忞嘄艊蹺咲誒

熴諎㪢餱縶廟魖呺棷郿茩槪妛嘒ǹ棷郿躏烏䯖醮敤

姛。麟趵嶗駡炓蛼＝㳕僉鄖㜉酽靪艊ǹ誤、棷郿跤艊

㓇呯宍䎍▕鲋㬦羮艊呯躏飨倀酛酽艊槪豈嶗慇槪䯖

鍖鹾宍䎍藥塒咁㚴梽壽䯖飨㬜澒媰誼㫥鲢㓇呯、

2. 吸琰胖縲蹿酪1痉橙瀨A挪益丁綳呱9:终淘溲授

同䯖㫥鲢扥昻姉桹錫鲋僉嬱彿髦忞梕梐艊瑪絑彾楇䯖

讜暚镾樰懪嫕鰱嵔騙鎢飨黌㬦姉羮䯖藥愥䯤

• 鷹莲芝袁窝塤櫪呱溅跳蹿酪推蓯舻䯖桹䃾䎪艊⿷旿

藥愥桹藢呺粷孉粶鄽牨。唻擊姾椨彾跛㳛䏣䅺徏

熝䉃䏣䅺㪏䗮艊⿷旿
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• Harmonised regulatory and financial 
incentives to scale circular economy 
solutions by stimulating the necessary 
innovation, investment and consumer 
choices

• Mechanisms to ensure dedicated, ongoing 
and su�cient funding for the after-use 
collection and treatment of plastic, for 
example through well-designed mandatory 
Extended Producer Responsibility schemes

• Provisions to protect and respect  the 
livelihoods, health, labour and human 
rights of all people involved in the value 
chain, for example through the recognition 
of and engagement with workers in informal 
and cooperative settings as important 
stakeholders to achieve a safe and socially-
just circular economy 

3. The treaty must include instruments to 
support implementation and monitoring of 
progress at national, regional and global 
levels, including by:

• Supporting policy impact assessment, 
for example through the establishment 
of a scientific advisory body, to better 
understand environmental, social, and 
economic impacts over the whole life cycle 
of plastics

• Strengthening accountability of 
governments and businesses, for example 
through globally harmonised disclosure 
obligations and reporting standards

• Ensuring countries＂ e�ective participation 
through a dedicated financial mechanism 
and capacity building to develop and 
implement national legislation and action 
plans

• Improving transparency on plastic flows 
through harmonised monitoring, to track 
progress towards the implementation of 
circular economy solutions, for example 
using common rules on data and 
information sharing across the value chain

• 啭í丁綳宝菅呱哝潇伍蹿涪讀淘囟岛肉盈䯖暅鮪

㬦㫓発僨宍㒄艊攝昦。悅㡊嶗狆㠿鍎㬕愞䯖釣㫧孉

粶鄽牨㓦噴昷橉艊俋㓇浧姉羮

• 嵫便窝讨伍蹿佮\溅跳被菅范呱滔廡涪界芤暑比

掣關μ申柁呱@縹誹獅䯖籌偧呺昻㛄㚧呝櫞艊。媰壽

屟艊羠鲲鍎婜輩㠩麇壽

• 便餳涪凉勝溅跳拔膊摯溶窝哆=旯呱菸魈μ裁幕μ

导荡渖啭逞雾哚䯖籌偧啔䉯澐媀俠墡㓉踵呺粷呏瑪

靧醢。蛼＝駡妕艊孉粶鄽牨鉢跀艊㳛㒄贋醮鍎

3. 吸琰閾醭暑比窝讨锚痴佮懊烫申矾R幌厘μ雕假=橙

苄矾鳞琮乐同涪哝绽療凌䯖藥愥䯤

• 敆慁敤詇嬁閼艊㛊幫䯖籌偧㬦㫓㛄襫酽跣蟨叧饉

㛨梽椨䯖飨桖偡鰱絔㓦⿷旿鮪謾羠噯囈梕諤跣䅆

瀇鲲羠艊粶乵。蛼＝嶗鄽牨嬁閼

• 鎢媰敤姛醮麟趵艊㠩麇䯖籌偧㳕羮瑪絑酛酽艊惡

峗悩䉃躏烏嶗悞鶯槪豈

• 㬦㫓婠襫酽跣豕䃸艊㠨敤梽壽妛婩嗴镾撾婠㛄䯖

扢誤壽呯嶗呺昻蹺咲襫熴飨倀ǹ誤昷橉艊魖鰱䯖

鞲鍖薶墮諤蹺艊桹敱贋醮

• 㬦㫓瑪絑㬦羮艊苳牣䯖抲䗮⿷旿窹㠮牐艊㬛暺姪䯖

飨點㬉㤱孉粶鄽牨㓦噴昷橉艊呺昻㫧嗴䯖籌偧㛄

㚧㬦羮艊㓇賒邁鲶麽過䀍諤粶頺艊斶懪醮惡峗
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businessforplasticstreaty.org
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彿髦囁諫錨桹㫨㓄艊麟趵。麟趵鄖＝嶗㳟@梽椨䯖飨倀䉯

敤姛鄩鄬鎢駱彿髦艊鎽茒、鎽茒彾蘚㬉烢酽跣邁讜艊茩

槪䯖張㫊彾酽䎋暅鮪鄮酁⿷旿焑榟艊瑪絑棷郿䯖梪巻杛佪

暺嬱勢鑫彾蘚䎘啂嗃艊酽靪㚪詵、澑侳䯖䉯敤姛鄩鄬彾蘚

啔鮪醮麟趵婩嗴粶乵諦慘昷䉳驔嬱踔哱艊鄽䖢、鎽茒羾

頴愛 ·䧍陸䅏緥▕㳟＝嶗跫翨靕磢▕㳟＝邁讜僨㡽、

慘踵鎽茒䯖彿髦啔鮪㜎繩跤踵鑫㫊彾茩槪呠俋鍖ǹ躐桹

敱艊瑪絑棷郿䯖飨鄮酁⿷旿焑榟鍖酛酽僨佪䯖怳俋嬁閼

撾、鎽茒啔鮪 2022妘 9桸彾襫䯖䎖㚧鮪 2024妘姌棷

郿侸㫅㜎繩酁棴頌墮慁彾蘚䄄艊踎哣煥㬦醮諦慘、鮪棷

郿旝梪驔嬱㬦㫓恊豈謚䯖彿髦啔唻鎽茒梥棾偧駁慁醁僨

慽嬁閼撾會熱㛊幫、

Call to Action 

We call on businesses, business associations 
and financial institutions, as well as key non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) that 
are aligned with our vision as outlined in this 
document to engage with us on the development 
of the Business Coalition for a Global Plastics 
Treaty, convened by the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation and WWF. 

Together, we will provide a clear voice in the 
negotiations to amplify our call for an ambitious 
and effective treaty to end plastic pollution. The 
Coalition will remain active until the multilateral 
negotiations on the treaty conclude, which is 
expected by the end of 2024. After the treaty 
text has been adopted and is open for ratification, 
the Coalition will assess further opportunities for 
impact.

http://businessforplasticstreaty.org

